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THE REMARKABLE ORDINARY by Thom Lamb
As we round the corner and head toward the fall, I am constantly reminded of how badly we need to be in the very presence of 
God.  I stocked my larder with fall reading and I was moved deeply by a new book for me, by one of my favorite writers.   The book 
is The Remarkable Ordinary: How to Stop, Look and Listen to Life, By Frederick Buechner (Harper-Collins, 2017).   I picked it up and 
quickly realized that a void had developed in my own spirit.  I have been so preoccupied with the externals, the noise of life that I had  
forgotten, to “stop, look, and listen to life.”
In the very first chapter, Buechner gives a wonderful example of the point he is trying to make. He quotes a Haiku by Matsuo Basho, 
Haiku master from the seventeenth century:  An old silent pond. Into a pond a frog jumps. Splash. Silence again.

Buechner goes on to say: The whole genius of Haiku is that they don’t mean anything.  People who try to figure out what a haiku 
means are beating up the wrong path.  The frog doesn’t stand for anything.  The pond doesn’t stand for anything.  The splash has no 
symbolic value or anything like that…the haiku simply frames the moment…If you and I had been along by the side of the pond we 
may not have even noticed the frog jumping into the water.  We have other things on our mind.  We have a place to be, a place where 
we are going and a place where we have come from.  Other things are happening, your head itches, a cloud passes over the sun.  We 
wouldn’t have noticed it, perhaps, or if we had noticed it, chances are we would have dismissed it.  (pp.21-22)

What Buechner did for me was to remind me that every moment in our lives and in our life together is not only significant, but per-
haps even vital to our spiritual life.  When we put a “frame” around a moment we see it for what it is and what it means to us here and 
now.  Instead we are preoccupied with where we have come from or where we are going that we have lost sight of the here and now.  
But if we can allow ourselves to see these little glimpses, I truly believe that this where God’s presence in our lives is the strongest.

Hearing a child’s response in a children’s moment, we frame it.   Seeing the dawning laughter of a newly baptized baby, we need to 
frame it.  When we feel the warm embrace of a friend, we need to frame it.  When we notice the silence disrupted in a moment by a 
frog jumping into a pond, we need to frame it. When we frame these moments we let go, if only for a few heart beats, the to-do lists, 
the obligations weighing on us, the cacophony of noise in our lives and we can simply be in the moment.

If you think about it, that is what prayer is all about.  When we allow ourselves to be free of the noise, and we see a moment in all its 
richness, we open our hearts to listen for God’s voice as speaks to us amid the ordinary.  Thomas Keating a Cistercian Monk describes 
this as prayer and names it as “wasting Time with God.”   

When I think of that little Haiku, I was reminded of a time, some years ago when I was on retreat in upstate New York.  We had an 
afternoon free, so I took a blanket and went and sat down by a pond on the property.  It was a cloudy and windy day and framed n 
my mind was the moment.  Every reed tossed in the wind, glimmers of light through the clouds, dragonflies swooping over the water, 
every ripple, every breath caught during time spent in this place of peace.  That evening I sat down and wrote this short poem, which 
I titled “A Psalm to the Silence:”   

God of my life,
My heart longs for the quiet spaces;
But the noise of my separation from you, O God
Has kept your peace at bay.
The clatter of the past,
 The rumble of the future,
  The drumming of the present,
Leaves me disoriented and confused.
But the quiet voice of your Spirit,

 Has brought me to this quiet place,
 Silencing with grace the incessant noise of my sin.
You and you alone, O God are my hope and my salvation.
You have opened the door to silence,
 To peace.
Help me to find my rest in your arms,
 That place where silence brings 
  Consolation and hope. 

 (continued on next page ....)
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O C TO B E R  B I RT H D AY S / A N N I V E R S A R I E S

P R E S B Y T E R I A N  W O M E N  -  This year’s bible study got a perfect start-up at 
our Kick-off Dinner.  For the first time coordinated by moderator, Dot Tate, the meal was 
the result of full collaboration and participation between our three existing circles, and 
the results could not have been better! Val Surface’s table decorations gave the event 
a ‘fiesta’ flare, and the dinner itself, highlighted by Patti Smith’s taco recipe and Julie  
Benner’s sopapilla bars, made the perfect backdrop for an excellent program. 
Many thanks to presenter, Linda Norris, who shared a wealth of knowledge while  
communicating our first lesson in a way that was both meaningful and inspirational!  
In addition, most of us were out of the kitchen and on hand for the lesson, thanks in 
no small measure to our dedicated clean up crew--- way to go, guys!! 

Circle Groups - Make plans now to continue the bible study with a circle group (see 
dates and times below):
• Tuesday Morning Circle - Second Tues of each month • 9:30 am • In members’ 

homes • Contact Pat Wurster (254.771.0220) for details
• Tuesday Evening Circle - First Tues of each month • 6 pm • Conference Room   

Contact Julie Benner (254.228.3352) for details
• Jennie Shull Circle - Third Thurs of each month • Noon • Conference Room   

Contact Patti Smith (254.541.6127) for details
• Study Guides are still available in the church office or in the back office hallway, 

at a cost of $12 each.

Mo Ranch Women’s Retreat • May 28-30, 2020 - Are you considering attending this 
uplifting event as a part of the GPC’s delegation?  Reservations are required by March 
2020 • Contact Pat Wurster (254.771.0220) for information. 

G R A C E  Y O U T H  S C H E D U L E
The month of October is regularly scheduled meet times.  Youth 6th - 12th meet 
Sunday evenings from 5-7 pm in the Annex.

NEXT...
Deacon’s Meeting 
Sunday, October 13

Session Meeting
Sunday, October 20

Eric Jezek  10/21
Frances Yerkes  10/21
Doris Kirkley  10/23
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Cory Kosel  10/31

Joe/Linda Norris  10/3
Al/Suzie Jones  10/5
Arlin/Valorie Surface 10/20
John/Julie Bolin  10/23

F E E D  M Y S H E E P 
Tues, Oct. 22, at 5:30 pm – sandwich  
making and assembling sack lunches for our 
homeless and low-income neighbors in the 
Fellowship Hall.
Wed, Oct. 23, 10:30 am – we need  
volunteers to help deliver/serve a hot meal 
at Feed My Sheep in downtown Temple. We 
will meet at 10:30 am at GPC, load up the 
food, and serve the meal until about 12:30 
pm at FMS. 
We will also collect toiletries to be hand-
ed out to our friends who are served by 
FMS. Please bring in small, travel size, or  
individually wrapped toiletries that 
are easily carried by our homeless and  
low-income neighbors. We’re looking for 
feminine products, soap, toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, shampoo and conditioner, nail 
files, combs, hair ties, etc. We will also  
accept donations of new socks and new or 
gently used shoes. There will be baskets  
located in the Narthex to bring in your  
donations. 
Please sign-up in the Narthex to help, or 
contact Lori Lamb by (cell) 740-403-7156, 
or at lorilamb12@gmail.com.

(continued from front page...)
As the obligations and commitments pile up this fall, join me in taking time to be in the moment, to “stop, look and listen to our 
life.”  Every moment is a path for Jesus to reach into our hearts and touch us with his grace and peace.   St. Augustine writes in his 
Confessions: “You stimulate {us} to take pleasure in praising you, for our hearts are restless until we can find our peace in you.”  I 
think Buechner was right, we can find that place of peace in Christ in the “remarkable ordinary” moments in our lives. •

Times are from 5:30 – 7:00 pm every week, and also includes dinner. The LOGOS program 
consists of four main spiritual formation rotations: Bible lesson, crafts or games, music and 
worship, and sharing a meal together! 

R E G I S T E R  f o r  FA L L !
To register your child for the fall semester OR volunteer, please go to our church website and 
fill out the registration form at https://gpctemple.webs.com/children-s-ministry.  A registration 
 table is also available outside the Sanctuary. As with all of our ministries with children and youth,  
volunteers must complete Child/Youth Safety Training and complete a confidential background 
check.  

F I R S T S U N D AY FA M I LY F E L L O W S H I P   Join other families with young  
children (babies-5th grade) who attend church at Grace, for a time of fellowship and eating  
together on the first Sunday of every month.  This month we are meeting Sunday,  
October 6 from 5:00-7:00 pm at the home of Chris & Chelsea Stern (11381 Parkdale Dr,  
Temple). Pizza and drinks will be provided - please bring a salad, side or dessert to share!  
RSVP to Chelsea at  chelsealstern@yahoo.com

PA R E N T ’ S  N I G H T O U T -  F R I D AY,  O C TO B E R  11  •  6 - 9  P M 
PNO is offered on the second Friday of each month from 6-9 pm.  Free Childcare is  
provided by our GPC nursery staff for children who are GPC members and are 6 weeks 
old through 5th grade.  Reservations are required by  3pm the day before (Thursday) to the  
church office. Register to the church office by email at office@gpctemple.org, phone  
or the sign up on our church website.

M O P S  O F  G R A C E
MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) Group meets the first Tuesday of each 
month from 6:00 - 7:30 pm at the church. This month’s meeting is Oct 1.
Childcare is provided by our wonderful GPC nursery staff. For more 
information and/or to join the group, please contact our MOPS Coordinator,
Jennifer Essary, at Jennifer.essary@hotmail.com 

M U S I C  M I N I S T RY  - Handbell Choir rehearsals are on Wednesdays from 6:15-7:15 pm 
while the Chancel Choir  is from 7:15-8:15 pm. This is a wonderful time to come join the choir!  
New members are always welcome. If you are interested in joining either choir, please email 
Chelsea Stern or come to a rehearsal! 

L O G O S  WEDNESDAY NIGHT CHILDREN’S 
ministry is a mid- week ministry to children 
currently in 1st through 5th grade. The fall 
semester will begin Wednesday, October 3, 
and meet weekly ending on Wednesday, December 4.  

O F F I C E  H E L P ?
If you would be interested in helping do  
extra office help, stuff bulletins, seal  
newsletters or sub in the office, please email 
Sharon or call the office.

V I S I T I N G ?
If you have been visiting GPC, we would 
love to get a little information from you so 
that someone can property welcome you 
and answer all questions. There are visitor 
cards located in the narthex (foyer) and in 
each pew in the sanctuary.  Please fill one 
out and place in the offering. We are glad 
you are here! 

PA S TO R A L C A R E 
Thom will be on vacation October 3-10.  
Donna Bowling (254.718.5111) and Rev. Bill 
Benner (254.228.3424) will be available for 
any pastoral care needs during this time.

U S H E R S  N E E D E D  at the 9 am service
The worship committee is looking for people that  
would be interested in serving as ushers at the 
9 am service • This is a once a month commitment 
that requires simple tasks like greeting people,  
distributing orders of worship, and collecting the  
offering • Please email Caitlin or call 
(979.373.1067) for more information or to serve
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Sunday Service Times
9:00 AM & 11 AM

GRACE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
2401 S. 57th Street
Temple, TX  76504

WORSHIP WITH US!   
at 9am for Contemporary 
Worship or 11 am for 
Traditional. We have a 
place for you! 

C O M I N G  TO  G R A C E !  R e v.  S h a r o n  B r y a n t  •  O c t  2 0
Rev. Sharon Bryant, a PCUSA missionary in Thailand, will be here to preach and to talk about 
her mission work in Thailand on Sunday, October 20, 2019. Grace Presbyterian Church has 
been supporting her financially. Sharon works with Christian Volunteers in Thailand, (CVT), 
which recruits and supports English teachers for the Church of Christ in Thailand schools. 
As the students learn English, they also experience Christian love and support from the 
volunteer teachers. Sharon grew up in Thailand, where her parents were missionaries for 
many years. She is always looking for volunteers to teach in the CVT program. You can find 
out more about Sharon and her work through the links on the Grace Presbyterian Church 
website under Serve and Outreach. Just click on the picture above Sharon’s name, or go to 
her blog at: https://thailandtales.wordpress.com/2019/06/26/help-with-telling-our-stories/  

S u n d a y , 
O c t o b e r  6 
i n  a l l  
s e r v i c e s

T H A N K S G I V I N G  F R I E N D S - A S - FA M I LY
Gobble Gobble Gobble!!!  It is almost that time of year that we gather together to  
celebrate our thanks, fellowship with others, and delicious food.  Grace Presbyterian Church 
has a tradition of sharing a Thanksgiving lunch as a family on this special holiday and all are 
welcome!  We will gather in the fellowship hall at noon on Thanksgiving Day.   
Bring your favorite side, dessert, or anything else you love to share and the  
Deacons will provide the turkey, stuffing, and gravy!  We hope to see you 
 there!

D E A C O N ’ S  M I N I S T RY
Best Job I Ever Had: Homebound Communion by Mike Milbery
I had been a newly appointed Deacon for only a short time, when my turn came up to serve Homebound Communion.  My  
accompanying Elder explained the process in a very complete manner, and I thought that I was well prepared to meet my new duties  
head-on.  However, as it turns out I was nowhere near ready for the outpouring of sincere gratitude, love and need for fellowship.   
These church members, who for various reasons have become less mobile, made it obvious that they so appreciated the opportunity 
to take communion and share the Love of Christ with Deacons of their Church.  

I had heard that serving the Homebound Communion was a very rewarding ministry, but until I had experienced the overwhelming  
flow of gratitude and love these folks exuded, I had no idea how wonderful I could feel about Deacon service.  Not only have I been  
fortunate enough to help serve these homebound folks, but in the process I have made some really great friends that I have been able 
to add to my visitation schedule each month.  

I had to smile to myself…….I just thought I had enjoyed some great jobs before.  None have been so fulfilling!!  If you are interested in 
Deacons’ Ministries, email office@gpctemple.org or talk to one of the Deacons.  Hope to serve with you!
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